
                             

                                       KINNERLEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL - Geography 
       Intent, Implementation and Impact  

 Our knowledge and skills rich curriculum builds from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and Development 
Matters to the National Curriculum Objectives for Y1-6. The curriculum makes links with the wider world, advancing the Spiritual, Moral, 
Social and Cultural development of our learners and growing their understanding of British Values. Our curriculum is delivered as part of 

cohesive units of work, promoting the School Motto ‘Dream, Believe, Aspire, Achieve’ and underpinned by our school vision: 

To create a school community based on Christian values, in which we strive to foster a love of learning, pride in achievement, and the spiritual and moral compass 

of our children, equipping them to find their own special place in society and the world.  We are inspired by the Bible verse, Philippians 4v8, which encourages us to 
think and strive for the good, ‘Whatever is true…noble…honest…just…. think on these things.’ 

EYFS GEOGRAPHY LINKS 
This document demonstrates which statements from the 2020 Development Matters are prerequisite skills for Geography within the national curriculum. The table 

below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development Matters age ranges for Two 
and Three and Three and Four-Year-Olds and Reception to match the programme of study for Geography. The most relevant statements for Geography are taken from 

the following area of learning:  • Mathematics • Understanding the World 
Two and 

Three 
year olds 

Mathematics • Climb and squeezing themselves into different types of spaces. 
• Build with a range of resources. 
• Complete inset puzzles. 
• Notice patterns and arrange things in patterns. 

Understanding the World • Explore materials with different properties. 
• Explore natural materials, indoors and outside 
• Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips 

Three and 
Four Year 

olds 

Mathematics • Understand position through words alone. For example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 
• Describe a familiar route. 
• Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

Understanding the World • Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
• Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in 
photos. 

Reception Understanding the World • Draw information from a simple map. 
• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 
• Explore the natural world around them. 
• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 

ELG Understanding 
the World 

People, 
Culture and 

Communities 

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps. 
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

KEY STAGE 1 NATIONAL CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS KEY STAGE 2 NATIONAL CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS 

Pupils should be taught: 

Locational Knowledge 

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans; 

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital 
cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

 Place Knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and 
of a small area in a contrasting non-European country. 

 Human and Physical Geography 

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of   hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles; 

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

- key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean,  
  river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather; 

- key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office, port, 
  harbour and shop.  

 

Pupils should be taught: 

    Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 

stage; 

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational 

Pupils should be taught: 

Locational Knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location 

of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental 

regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities; 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions 

and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 

features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 

understand how some of these aspects have changed over time; 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle,  the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day 

and night). 

Place Knowledge 

Pupils should be taught to: 
understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or South America. 

 

Pupils should be taught: 

    Human and Physical Geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 

-   physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, 
 mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle; 

-   human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity   
 including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including 

The Natural 
World 

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons. 



and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to 

describe the location of features and routes on a map; 

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and 

construct basic symbols in a key; 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

energy, food, minerals and water. 

   Pupils should be taught: 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 

describe features studied; 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and 

key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and the wider world; 

use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical 
features   in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital technologies. 

.  

 

 

Intent  
In our Geography lessons we offer a structure and sequence of lessons to ensure coverage of the skills and knowledge required to meet the aims of the national curriculum 

whilst allowing for a broader, deeper understanding of the four areas of geography identified in the curriculum. It will develop contextual knowledge of the location of 

globally significant places and understanding of the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, along with how they bring 

about variation and change over time. We intend to develop children’s curiosity and a fascination of the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of 

their lives. Our curriculum offers a range of opportunities for investigating places around the world as well as physical and human processes. The lessons are intended 

to improve children’s geographical vocabulary, map skills and geographical facts and provide opportunities for consolidation, challenge and variety to ensure interest 

and progress in the subject.  

The curriculum will develop both disciplinary and substantive knowledge. The Geography curriculum aims to enable our learners to develop an understanding of their 

own environment whilst also broadening their understanding of the wider world. As with all our curriculum it will align with our Christian based school values of 

Community, Kindness, Courage and Thankfulness. 
 

 



 

 

Implementation  
At Kinnerley School we have mixed age classes and so to ensure continuity and progression of skills and learning we base our curriculum on a scheme of work from 

PlanBee. We know that this scheme provides teachers with detailed lesson plans, slides and teaching activities all containing essential vocabulary, to ensure that our 

learners develop their geographical understanding skills and knowledge. We organize the scheme to meet the needs of our mixed age classes and complement the 

scheme with enhancements to benefit our children’s learning. 

In KS1, children begin to use maps and recognise physical and human features related to the local area, building to using maps to explore the continents and oceans of 

the world. Further on our learners begin to compare where they live to places outside of Europe and ask and answer geographical questions. In KS2, map skills are 

developed further using digital maps, and more keys and symbols, and children begin to use additional fieldwork skills. In Key Stage 2 all children expand on their skills 

in local knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography, geographical skills and fieldwork.  

Through revisiting and consolidating skills, our lesson plans and resources help children build on prior knowledge alongside introducing new skills and challenge. Across 

both key stages, children have a range of opportunities to experience geography through practical engaging tasks beyond the classroom. 

Careful assessment through a variety of retrieval tasks enable teachers to plan lessons to meet learning needs. 

 

Impact  
We believe that the impact of our Geography lessons is that geography learning is loved by teachers and pupils across school, teachers have higher expectations and 

quality evidence can be presented in books. All children will use geographical vocabulary accurately and understand the different strands of geography, with a deep 

understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Children will begin to make relevant links from geography to other curriculum subjects, such as History 

and Science. They will improve their enquiry skills and inquisitiveness about the world around them, and their impact on the world. All children will realise that they have 

choices to make in the world, developing a positive commitment to the environment and the future of the planet. Children will become competent in collecting, 

analysing and communicating a range of data gathered. They will be able to interpret a range of sources of geographical information and they will communicate 

geographical information in a variety of ways. All children in the school will be able to speak confidently about their geography learning, skills and knowledge. Pupils 

will have developed disciplinary understanding as well as substantive knowledge. Our retrieval activities and assessment tasks and processes will demonstrate this. 

 


